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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MARCH 25, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

1912 PARAMOUNT AVENUE 
HDP-2013-0092 

 
 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1955 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, U-shaped, side- and rear-gabled stone-veneered house with a full-width inset 
porch; metal-framed casement-style and 6:6 wood-frame windows; metal roof.  The house is 
built with a courtyard in the middle of the rear section of the house. 
RESEARCH 

The house was constructed by John Cannizzo in 1955, around an old stone water tank on 
the Wright farm, which occupied much of this area in South Austin.  An article in the 
Austin American-Statesman in August, 1955, shows Cannizzo with the house under 
construction, and references that he was a pioneer in building a house which would be 
cooled by tapping in to the cool air of the caverns around Barton Springs, surrounding his 
old stone water tank that formed the core of the house.  He stated that he had lived in the 
stone water tank for some time, perhaps as early as 1950, when he got water and sewer 
connection permits for this site.   Cannizzo and his family lived in this area; his mother, 
Adelle, the widow of Vincent Cannizzo, lived at 2003 Rabb Road, and then 2205 Rundell 
Place.  There is no listing for John Cannizzo, or any member of his family, in the city 
directories of 1952 or 1955 – the first directory with a listing for John Cannizzo or any 
member of his family, is that of 1957.  The 1959 city directory continues to list John’s 
mother, Adelle, but John is no longer listed.  He eventually moved to Deming, New Mexico, 
and died in El Paso County, Texas in 1989. 
The first known occupants of this house were Thurman and Bonnah Covey, who rented the 
house from 1955 until around 1963.  Thurman Covey was a social welfare worker, and 
while he and Bonnah lived here, he was the director of public assistance for the State 
Department of Public Welfare.  In the mid-1960s, the house was owned and occupied by 
Fletcher and Jean Boone; he was a co-owner of the Raw Deal, an iconic restaurant in 
Austin known for its “atmosphere.”  By the late 1960s, the house had been purchased by 
James Mark and Helen Kuykendall, who lived here until Mark’s death in 1995.  Mark 
Kuykendall was a local architect, specializing in the design of schools, hospitals, and 
churches.  He passed away in 1995. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey.  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, 
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 
history of the house, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1912 Paramount Avenue 
ca. 1955 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1912 Paramount Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2013 
 
1992  James M. and Helen M. Kuykendall, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 James M. and Helen M. Kuykendall, owners 
  Architect, O’Connell, Robinson, and Grobe, 48 East Avenue. 
 
1981  James M. and Helen M. Kuykendall, owners 

Architect, O’Connell, Probst, Zelsman, and Grobe (William R. O’Connell, 
president; Victor G. Probst, and Robert F. Zelsman), architects, 48 East Avenue. 

 
1977  James M. and Helen M. Kuykendall, owners 

Architect, O’Connell, Probst, Zelsman, and Grobe (William R. O’Connell, 
president; Victor G. Probst, and Robert F. Zelsman), architects, 48 East Avenue. 

 
1973  James M. and Helen M. Kuykendall, owners 

Architect, O’Connell, Probst, Zelsman, and Grobe (William R. O’Connell, 
president; Victor G. Probst, and Robert F. Zelsman), architects, 55 N. 
Interregional Highway. 

 
1969  James M. and Helen M. Kuykendall, owners 

Draftsman, O’Connell & Probst, architects, 504 W. 7th Street. 
 
1966  Fletcher S. and Jean Boone, owners 
  Artist (studio at the house) 

NOTE:  James M. and Helen M. Kuykendall are listed as living at 2007 Melridge 
Place; he was an associate with O’Connell & Probst, architects, 504 W. 7th 
Street. 

 
1962  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
1958  Thurman and Bonnah Covey, renters 

Director of Public Assistance, State Department of Public Welfare 
 
1957  Thurman and Bonnah Covey, renters 
  Director of Public Assistance, State Department of Public Welfare. 
 
1955  No houses are listed in this block of Paramount Avenue. 

NOTE:  Thurman and Bonnah Covey are listed as living at 4705 Milburn Lane.  
He was the director of Programs Administration for the State Department of 
Public Welfare. 

 
1954  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Thurman and Bonnah Covey are listed as living at 4705 Milburn Lane.  
He was the Director of Public Assistance for the State Department of Public 
Welfare. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Thurman and Bonnah Covey (ca. 1955 – ca. 1963) 
According to the 1940 U.S. Census report, Thurman and Bonnah Covey were renting a house 
on Burr Road in Terrell Hills, a suburb of San Antonio, Texas.  Thurman Covey was then 33, 
had been born in Texas, and was a social welfare worker.  Bonnah Covey was then 34, had 
been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  The couple had a daughter, Michael, who 
was a year old.  According to the census report, Bonnah Covey had been living in Chillicothe, 
Hardeman County, Texas, in 1935. 
\ 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Thurman Covey as the 13-year old son of Oliver and Belle 
Covey, tenant farmers in Somervell County, Texas, just southwest of Fort Worth.  Oliver Covey 
was a farmer on a general farmer; Thurman Covey was listed as a farm laborer on the home 
farm.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows that Oliver and Belle Covey had moved into Glen Rose, 
Texas, the seat of Somervell County, where Oliver (whose real name was Thurman Oliver 
Covey), was the county judge.  The younger Thurman Covey, who lived in this house, is not 
listed with his family in the 1930 census of Glen Rose. 
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Story on the death of Thurman Covey 

Austin Statesman, May 1, 1963 
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Obituary of Thurman Covey 

Austin Statesman, May 2, 1963 
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Funeral notice for Thurman Covey 

Austin American, May 3, 1963 
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Obituary of Bonnah Covey 

Austin American-Statesman, September 4, 1985 
 
 
 
 
Fletcher S. and Jean Boone (ca. 1963 – ca. 1967) 

FLETCHER BOONE: 1931-2007  

Co-owner of old Austin TX literati hangout served up attitude 
Fletcher Boone and his business partner slung insults as well as pork chops, steaks at Raw 
Deal restaurants. 
 
Wednesday, November 21, 2007 
 
Fletcher Boone, one of the owners of the old Raw Deal pork chop and steak restaurants in 
downtown Austin, died Monday. He was 76.  In their heydays, both the Raw Deal on Sabine 
Street near the police station and Another Raw Deal on West Sixth Street were Austin's literati 
hangouts known for smart-aleck attitudes. 
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Fletcher Boone was a sculptor and painter who teamed up with business partner Jim 'Lopez' 
Smitham to hand out insults at their pork chop and steak restaurants in downtown Austin.  
"There was a sign on the wall (of the original Raw Deal) that said, 'Remember that you came 
looking for the Raw Deal, the Raw Deal didn't come looking for you,' " recalled Texas Monthly 
writer Gary Cartwright, a regular. "That was sort of the attitude of the place. And there was a 
sign that said, 'It'll be better next time,' as you were leaving."  Both places were known for 
attracting writers, musicians and politicians, among them Ann Richards before she was governor 
of Texas, state Comptroller Bob Bullock, Texas Monthly writer Jan Reid, musician Steve 
Fromholz and writer Bud Shrake. 
 
Boone and his business partner, Jim "Lopez" Smitham, were a tag team for dishing out insults. 
Boone was the straight man, and the late Smitham was the sledgehammer.  One time when a 
customer came into Another Raw Deal about five minutes before it opened, Smitham looked at 
the regular sitting at the bar and cussed him out for no apparent reason. When the customer asked 
what that was all about, Boone explained, "Aw, he's just warmin' up." 
 
Eddie Wilson, today the owner of Threadgill's restaurants in Austin, TX sold the original Raw 
Deal to Boone and Smitham in the summer of 1977. "I sold it to them for it seems like $750, and 
I let em pay it out $50 a week," he recalled.  Wilson says it was ironic that before he had sold the 
place to Boone, he had thrown Boone out of the place "for overbearing loud intellectual 
conversations with Jim Smitham."  Later, Boone and Smitham opened Another Raw Deal on 
Sixth Street, which went out of business in the 1980s. "The reason (Boone and Smitham) broke 
up their partnership is, Fletcher forgot to pay the utility bill, and then all the beer went bad," 
Cartwright said. 
 
Boone, a sculptor and painter, was in the master's program in art at the University of Texas and 
owned several art galleries, one of them known popularly as the Gallery Goo because the 
lettering on the sign, which was supposed to say Gallery 600, was hard to make out. 
 
Boone died as the result of injuries from a car wreck three weeks ago near Bastrop TX . He is 
survived by his daughters, Belinda Boone and Lily Haley. 
 
A visitation will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday at Weed-Corley-Fish Funeral Home, 3125 N. 
Lamar Blvd., Ausitn,TX followed by a wake at Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto Blvd. 
 

Obituary of Fletcher S. Boone 
Austin American-Statesman, November 21, 2007 
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James M. and Helen M. Kuykendall (ca. 1967 – ca. 1995) 
 

 
Obituary of James M. Kuykendall 

Austin American-Statesman, May 20, 1995 
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Water service permit to John Cannizzo (1950) 

 
 
 
 

 
Application for a sewer connection for this address (1950) 

 
 
 



 D.4 - 13 
 

 
 



 D.4 - 14 
 

 
 



 D.4 - 15 
 

 
Article about the construction of this house and several others in the “Mainly About Women” 

section of the Sunday Austin American-Statesman, August 21, 1955. 
 

Correspondence from Vickie Totten: 
Dear Mr. Sadowsky - Attached are some of the materials from my files.  I apologize for how dark the article from 
1955 is - it was in a frame and I didn't want to pull it out this morning before I left. If you don't have access to a 
better copy, let me know and I will re-send it.  You will note that my research (and Carolyn Reding's, who owned 
the house before me) was centered on our property, which is 2003 Rabb, but which used to be the same address as 
the one being considered for demolition, 1912 Paramount.  Where the cistern was located was at the back of the 
farm and Rabb was just a gravel road with no name.  The stone cistern is what was kept from being demolished in 
1955 (older residents who have stopped by in the past told me it was 100 years old - but I haven't been able to verify 
that) and is now part of my home (the kitchen, living and a living area). I am going to send a separate e-mail from 
my iPhone that has pictures of the cistern - just so you can have a visual for that part of the old property.  My portion 
also has the old, original well house on it. 
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Best, 
Vicki Totten 

 
 
 

Vicki Totten, L.P.C., L.M.F.T. 
Associate Professor of Counseling 

Coordinator, Human Services 
Co-Faculty Lead, Kettering Initiative 
St. Edward's University, New College 

3001 S. Congress Ave. 
Austin, TX 78704 

512-416-5889 
 

Office: Holy Cross Hall #312 (above the 3rd floor 
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Correspondence from David Rigney 

This message is from David Rigney.     Following up on our phone conversation this 
afternoon, here is some email that I sent out to the Zilker email list a few days ago: 
 
Does anyone have any information about the history of the property at 1912 Paramount? 
We received a notice that the Historic Landmark Commission will have a hearing on March 
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25 concerning an application by a Lynn Currie to demolish the property there. From the 
outside the house appears to have a frontier-style architecture, although it is set at an odd 
angle relative to the street. The appraisal district database indicates that the structure was 
built in 1939 and that it has been owned for many years by the Kuykendall family. The lot 
size is 0.68 acres. 
 
***************************** 
Here are some replies that I got back: 
***************************** 
 
Regarding the house on Paramount.  
 
We wandered by and chatted with the owner a few years ago. What he said indicated the 
house was much older and had been built much earlier-- but it had been built at that angle 
to optimize the view of the capitol.  
 
At the time it was built,  there were few trees to obstruct the view. Perhaps this can help 
date it. 
 
While I realize someone may want to do something different with the property--but it would 
be a terrible shame to see this fine example of typical Texas Hill Country stone architecture 
destroyed. 
 
I believe we read that area was out of the city limits until around 1940 when the city moved 
the line from just east of Rabb Rd in order to include Zilker Park & Barton Springs. 
 
Cheers-- Carol & Phil  
 
************************* 
 
I believe this was a farm house and the original owners gave some of their land to school 
district for the elementary school. The father of my daughter's class mates from high school 
(she's 33 now) remembers riding a horse down to Barton Springs from there...it belonged to 
his grandparents. I'll see if I can get the class mate's name and parent's name and send it to 
you...the angle of the house was to catch the sunrise... I hope it's not going to be 
demolished!! :-( Jane 
 
************************* 
 
Some of the neighborhood lore I've heard goes along the lines of: In the early part of the 
20th century there was a livestock operation in the footprint of barton hills and the western 
part of Zilker. The house at 1912 Paramount was part of that farmstead along with the 
cisterns at 2007 (?) Rabb Rd and 2306 (?) Arpdale. I've been meaning to go to the historical 
commission to research this some... but life has been busy. It may all be nonsense... 
 
Chris on Ann Arbor 
 
************************** 
 
NOTES: 
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A 1940 census map show that the current site of Zilker elementary was within the city 
limits, but what became Ann Arbor was the boundary of the city limits, and what became 
Paramount was outside the city limits. The city limits also ended at Bluebonnet and Lamar 
(or Fredricksburg as it was called in 1940). The map is online at UT: 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/texas/1940_ed_maps/austin-texas-census-
enumeration_districts-1940-5.jpg 
  
Postcards from 1910 show dairy herds at about that distance from the capitol building. 
http://www.austinpostcard.com/view.php?card=24069 
 
 

 
This area of the city does not appear in the 1962 Sanborn map. 

 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/texas/1940_ed_maps/austin-texas-census-enumeration_districts-1940-5.jpg
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/texas/1940_ed_maps/austin-texas-census-enumeration_districts-1940-5.jpg
http://www.austinpostcard.com/view.php?card=24069

